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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1,114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office 
action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/23/2007 has been entered. 
Claims 1 and 3-20 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 5 still 
depends from claim 2. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1. 3, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sahlin et al. (20030063888). 

In regard to claim 1, Sahlin discloses (fig. 6) an optical fiber measuring module to 
be laid on a structure for measuring at least one physical quantity: an optical fiber cable 
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(130); a base member (118) for holding the optical fiber cable, and an attachment 
member (112) for attaching the base member to the structure wherein the base member 
is configured for being attachable to the attachment member while the base member is 
holding the optical fiber cable (page 2, paragraphs 0027, 0028); an attaching device 
(page 3, paragraph 0031) provided between the attachment member and the structure 
for attaching the attachment member to the structure, and a locking device (104, 106) 
provided between the base member and the attachment member for locking the base 
member in the attachment member (page 2, paragraph 0028). 

In regard to claim 3, Sahlin discloses (fig. 6) that the attachment device includes 
an adhering layer (page 3, paragraph 0031) provided on the attachment member and 
made of an adhesive or welding agent for adhering the attachment member to the 
structure. 

In regard to claim 5, Sahlin discloses that the locking device locks the base 
member in the attachment member by the engagement of engaging portions (104, 106) 
provided at the base member with locking portions (128) provided at the attachment 
member (page 3, paragraph 0029). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4, 6, 9, 17, and 18 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 4, 6, 
9, 17, and 18 are neither anticipated nor made obvious by the prior art of record. 
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Claims 4, 6, 9, and 17 are allowed for the reasons set forth in the previous office 
action dated 5/16/2006. 

Claims 7, 8, 10-16. 19, and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 7, 8, 10-16, 19, and 20 are neither anticipated nor made obvious by the 
prior art of record. 

In regard to claim 7, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring 
module as set forth wherein the base member holds multiple fibers at specified 
distances from each other. 

In regard to claim 8, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring 
module as set forth wherein the base member is strip-shaped and holds multiple fibers. 

In regard to claim 10, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring 
module as set forth wherein the base member is tubular and holds three fibers. 

In regard to claim 1 1, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring . 
module as set forth wherein multiple fibers are spirally placed in a tubular base member. 

In regard to claims 12 and 13, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber- 
measuring module as set forth wherein the base member is formed with slits. 
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In regard to claim 14, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring 
module as set forth wherein the base member holds the optical fiber in a wavy manner 
and is formed with notches used to bend the base member. 

In regard to claim 15, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring 
module as set forth in combination with coupling portions provided at the opposite ends 
of each base member. 

In regard to claim 16, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring 
module as set forth in combination with a polarizing ring. 

In regard to claim 19, the prior art fails to disclose an optical fiber-measuring 
module as set forth wherein the locking device has a zipper structure. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/23/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to Applicant's argument that Sahlin does not disclose "an 
attachment member for attaching the base member to the structure wherein the base 
member is configured for being attachable to the attachment member while the base 
member is holding the optical fiber cable," Sahlin states in paragraph 0028, "Preferably, 
however, channel 100 is able to slide along mounting member 112 in a direction parallel 
to its length. Channel 100 and mounting member 112 may be said to be slideably 
engagable with one another." Accordingly, although this method might not be Sahlin's 
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primary method of engagement, the base member is "configured for being attachable to 
the attachment member while the base member is holding the optical fiber cable." 
Although Sahlin teaches attaching the base member using another method and the 
base member and the attachment member are slideably engaged for other purposes 
than attachment, the term "attachable" only infers that the base member is capable of 
being attached to the attachment member. Therefore, although Sahlin doesn't explicitly 
state attaching the elements by sliding the base member on the attachment member, 
this deficiency doesn't take away the property of the base member being capable of 
attachment to the attachment member via sliding. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J. Livedalen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2715. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on (571) 272-2328. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/535,572 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2878 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ^ 
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THANH X.LUU 
PRI^AARY EXAMINER 



